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I driven by Winifred DeWcesc, contended "that the stvling of 
| according to court papers filed the car was negligent'in that 


Ford Motor Co. must payj in the case. 

$2o0,000 in damages to a I Mrs. DeWcesc was driving a 
Bethcsda man because the in- i 9G8 Mercury Colony Park sta- 
Junes he recc.ved in a 197oj, ion wagon . Acc0 rding to 
motorcycle accident werej court pa p ers> tho loft front Qf 
made more serious because of j the car struck Knippen’s leg 


an extra hazard was created 
and that those parts of the car 
which greatly exacerbated hi* 
injury should have been re- 
moved, for these aspects of 
the Mercury’s exterior design 


the design of the car that: and 8?uged out large portions th ° Mercur - V ’ s exterior design 
struck his motorcycle a fed- i of skin ’ musclc tissue, liga-j could liave been made safer 
eral jury ruled yesterday. j mcnts > tendons and cartilage, without sacrificing any other 
The ruling is the first of itci , ^nippen’s attorneys said the (important interests.” 

kind in the" Washington area, j made ’the ‘porUoT^hat^fru^k • f °! he f r d , a , maSe SUi ‘ S aris ‘ 
attorneys in the ca^said. ^client "a victual spear,- ^ 

usually have contended that 
alleged defect contributed to 
the accident itself. 

Knippen, a buyer for Giant 
Food Stores, now wears a leg 
brace and uses a cane as a re- 
sult of the accident and in- 
jury. 

Attorneys for Ford could 


mu : **“*'*• 1 uiiu-iit a vjriuai spear 

rir^ eJ rTi a S0 ruled that the ! resulting in injuries much 
‘JJ?}.®! of 7 tbe car must pay an j more severe than should have 
additional $o0,000 to the vie - 1 been suffered from bein'* hit 
tim George B. Knippen, 33, of: by an automobile driven °at a 


Bethcsda, for negligently oper- 
ating the car. 

Knippen was riding his mo- 
torcycle along Hock Creek 
Parkway near Virginia Ave- 
nue NW on March 23, 1970, 
when he was struck by a car 


fairly low rate of speed. Knip 
pen was thrown 34 feet by the 
impact. 

The attorneys, — Pt* ri ^ v M. 
Wolff and ©avid Webstjw^ofi 
the firm 0 f " ! 
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